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Learning in the Arts


The abilities to fully appreciate and understand the arts are essential dimensions of an educated person. Ohio's fine arts content standards will assist school districts in providing high quality academic programs in which all students have opportunities to learn in, through and about the arts. In these standards, fine arts or arts refers to the four visual and performing arts: dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art. The term arts discipline refers to one of these visual and performing arts. The terms artwork and work of art refer to the products, created and performed, which fall into one or more of the arts disciplines.  Ohio's five fine arts standards promote teaching and learning that involve students in creating original artworks, performing original or existing artwork and responding to works of art and various media. When students engage in these artistic processes, they apply and demonstrate the knowledge, skills and understandings important to arts learning and specified in the K-12 standards.

The vision of arts education put forth in the fine arts standards is both experiential and conceptual. The intent is to relate students' creating and performing experiences to reflection and discussion about their own artworks and the works of others. The view of the arts in the standards is based not only in the realm of emotion, but also on perception, inquiry and other higher-order thinking skills. It is rooted in the research and development of the "arts as a discipline" movement in arts education which began in the early 1960s. Proposed by Manual Barkan, an artist and educator at The Ohio State University, and continued through the work of the Getty Education Institute for the Arts, this reform movement aimed to improve the quality and status of arts education in America's elementary and secondary schools. Defining the arts as a discipline with an organized body of knowledge in the domains of history, production, criticism and aesthetics was intended to help students understand and appreciate the arts and help the public understand the importance of the arts in general education. Ohio's fine arts standards encompass these four domains of knowledge and add a fifth one—"connections, relationships and applications"—to address the interdisciplinary potential of the arts in teaching and learning. Emphasized individually or approached holistically, the five standards serve as unifying lenses which students can use to experience and understand the arts and teachers can use to plan and focus a comprehensive program of arts instruction and assessment.

The Four Arts Disciplines

The arts disciplines included in this book—dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art—share the five arts content standards which remain constant from kindergarten through grade 12. However, each arts discipline has its own set of benchmarks and kindergarten through grade 12 grade-level indicators that organize and sequence the distinctive abilities and skills required for student learning in a particular art form. While education in all four arts provides important benefits, each arts discipline develops particular strengths and intelligences, and each one has its own symbol system, media, techniques, history and body of works for study.
Dance

Dance is a meaningful expression of culture. People use dance to communicate ideas and feelings, and to express their cultural heritage and identity. Dance education in Ohio's standards includes the study of historically representative dances as artistic and cultural expressions, and encourages students to share their perceptions and understanding of dance experiences—making, performing and viewing works of dance.

Dance uses movement as a medium of communication and expression.  A primary purpose for including dance in a district and school academic program is to develop students' physical awareness and abilities to communicate emotion and ideas through movement. Ohio's dance standards address both bodily-kinesthetic and creative thinking—body control and awareness as well as rhythmic and expressive capacities. A school district can include dance in its K-8 fine arts program as a class taught by a teacher or an artist with expertise in dance. There are other options for including dance in the academic curriculum. During the elementary and middle school years, districts can implement the dance standards in physical education and music classes, through an artist-inresidence program and by relating the study of dance performance, choreographers and works to other content areas. At the high school level, schools should offer elective courses in dance that address the knowledge and skills specified in the standards.

Drama/Theatre
Drama/Theatre is distinguished among the arts disciplines for its collaborative process. A dramatic performance integrates language, movement, visual images and sound to convey a broad spectrum of ideas and emotions. Every civilization in every part of the world has its form of dramatic entertainment often in the universal custom of telling stories that were improvised or scripted and passed from one generation to another. Ohio's drama/theatre standards require that students understand the influences of theatre in history and the contributions of playwrights and plays to cultural traditions. The grade-level indicators and benchmarks engage students as performers and audience members to develop their capacities to understand how elements from all the arts blend to create a theatrical performance.  The study of drama/theatre can be included in a school district's academic curriculum in the language arts as well as the fine arts program. Ohio's drama/theatre standards address communication, linguistic, spatial and expressive skills that elementary students can apply through dramatic and role-playing learning activities linked to other content areas. Secondary students can develop and apply the skills addressed in the standards through classes or course electives that include the study of dramatic literature, playwriting, acting, scene design, theatrical production and interpretation.

Music
Music is experienced in a variety of ways: through singing, playing an instrument, listening and even dancing. Throughout recorded time, music has been intrinsic to humanity, serving as a means for expression and communication. Every culture has engaged music. It is used to document events both formally and informally. It illuminates human existence, identity and purpose. It speaks to one internally. Musical expression strikes a balance between the imaginative and the emotional.  It challenges and comforts, arouses and calms. Ohio's fine arts standards in music include not only the performance and creation of music but encourage students: to examine the relationship of music to history and culture, to develop skills in analysis, to reflect aesthetically articulating a personal music philosophy and to make connections to the other arts and content areas.

Since the beginnings of public school education, music study has been a part of the school curricula usually taught by a music specialist. At the K-6 level, in addition to music classroom instruction, music study can be embraced by other subject content areas. This inclusion furthers the connection between music and learning in other content areas. At the secondary level, the skills in the standards should be addressed through elective courses that include music performance and academic music study such as music theory, criticism and music history.

Visual Art
Visual Art involves the capacity to deal with visual-spatial symbols—to think in terms of images: how they can be combined, what they represent and the emotions they convey. Visual art forms and images are expressions of the historical development, traditions and values of various cultures and societies. Ohio's visual art standards aim to deepen understanding of the multiple voices and meanings represented in works of art by developing students' strategies for viewing and responding to the works.

Making art is an important part of Ohio's fine arts standards. Students' capacities to imagine, think and problem solve in a variety of media are included in the visual art learning expectations. At best, arts instruction should relate the products students create to other artworks they see and study. Various means of expression such as drawing, painting and photography encourage students to communicate complex issues, ideas and concepts they may not be able to convey verbally. Visual art in a district's kindergarten through grade 12 program should be taught by art specialists and provide opportunities for students to use their minds and imaginations to create original works. The elementary and middle school grade-level indicators encourage students to experience a range of art materials, tools and techniques as well as subject matter, themes and ideas that can shape their art making and inform their understanding of the world. At the high school level, the academic program should offer visual art elective courses that are organized around the content of the fine art standards and provide opportunities for in-depth study of visual art forms and processes. Elective offerings such as general art (e.g., level I, level II), art appreciation, art history and studio courses should provide opportunities for students to study, produce and understand artworks and images in visual culture.
Purpose of the Fine Arts Standards

Ohio's fine arts standards fulfill both state and national legislation. In the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, an objective is "to support systemic education reform by strengthening arts education as an integral part of the elementary school and secondary school curriculum." 

 While the fine arts standards reflect credible research in education reform, they allow for the application of various instructional methods, teaching styles and curricular approaches to help students achieve fine arts goals. Other instructional decisions, such as the particular visual and performing artworks, techniques and media for study, are intentionally left to individual arts educators to make based on local program goals and student needs.

The purpose of the fine arts standards is to provide school district leaders, curriculum coordinators and arts educators with a coherent, comprehensive sequence of what all students should know and be able to do in the four arts disciplines as a result of a kindergarten through grade 12 education. They provide districts with a foundation on which to build their local curricula and fine arts programs. Most importantly, however, the arts standards promote and guide the development of the creative capacities of all Ohio's students.
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