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Program Planning


Ohio's fine arts academic content standards provide clear expectations for all students. They form the foundation of what every student should know and be able to do in dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art programs across the state. The benchmarks and grade-level indicators provide a scaffold for instruction; local-level program curricula can set expectations beyond those in the standards. Identified content and skills should be the focus of teaching and learning at each grade level and

cluster. To realize a standards-based fine arts program effectively, teachers and curriculum leaders must determine how instructional

programs can be organized and implemented in Ohio's classrooms, schools and districts.

Program planning and implementation are shared responsibilities.  Teachers, administrators, curriculum leaders, local decision makers, school boards, parents and community members play important roles in making decisions about local-level fine arts programs. Knowledge of standards, best practice and sound research should be integral parts of the conversation heard when developing a comprehensive, kindergarten through grade 12, fine arts program where all components—standards, instruction and assessment—interlock.

The first step in implementing a fine arts standards-based education program is to ask, "What is the role of the fine arts in a child's learning?"  Regardless of whether a school is urban, suburban, rural or special focus, how do the fine arts support the mission of the school? Completing an analysis of the current fine arts program can assist decision makers in establishing a common understanding of what is in place and determining what needs to be in place. Implementing any standards-based education program requires familiarity with the standards, and the arts are no exception. What should students know and be able to do in the arts? What arts disciplines will be included in the fine arts program? Will the fine arts program have investment from all stakeholders? Will it be valued by the community? Instruction and opportunities for students to experience each of the fine arts should be part of a program of study. In districts where resources may be limited and each arts discipline cannot be taught separately, recognizing the

interdisciplinary nature of the fine arts academic content standards to other curricular areas should be considered. For instance, dance can be taught as part of a physical education course of study; drama/theatre may be incorporated into English language arts and/or social studies courses of study. Not all content in the standards will be new to teachers.  Teachers and curriculum leaders will find that sections of their current lessons, projects and units fulfill the expectations of the standards.  Realize, too, that specific methodologies germane to arts instruction can be used to teach the fine arts academic content standards. For instance, a program that subscribes to an Orff or Kodaly method to teach music will find the standards, especially the benchmarks, in alignment with the

tenets of the methodology.  

Next, a thorough reading and understanding of the standards document is critical. Opportunities for in-depth discussion about what students should learn in the arts will ensure that consistent interpretation and agreement occur across grade levels. Teachers can reach a clear understanding of the benchmarks and grade-level indicators by examining the nouns that describe the concepts to be learned (what students should know) and the verbs that describe the levels of thinking and skills expected (what students should be able to do). The Fine Arts Standards Table can serve as a valuable resource. It allows one to examine the standards in a horizontal format seeing an overview of a particular standard, all of its benchmarks and the grade-level indicators.  In addition, through a comprehensive lens, teachers and curriculum directors are presented a focused picture of the sequential development of the indicators within and across grades in the grade clusters K-4, 5-8 and 9-12.

An effective fine arts program is one where students engage actively with the content. It is essential that students have opportunities to create and perform in a respective arts discipline in classroom experiences, discuss the art being studied and evaluate their works and the work of others. Opportunities for students to experience the arts beyond the classroom are essential. A fine arts program can include artist-inresidencies, tour programs and excursions to the symphony and art museums. Generally, these come to mind as opportunities beyond the school environment. Searching for outside resources is important, but the consideration of local resources, often within the school, should not be overlooked. Elementary students can attend a concert performance of the local middle or high school band. Visual art students can benefit from a student art exhibit exchanged with peers from another school building, district or even another country! Often resources found within the school are as valuable as outside ones. Designing a program that

blends both is a paragon.

Teachers should teach the standards interwoven with each other rather than in isolation. The content at each grade level within the standards is designed to build on the knowledge and skills of the previous grades.  Teachers should understand the progression of grade-level indicators and benchmarks to ensure that students have the foundation needed to understand more advanced content. The fine arts standards are content standards—what students should know and be able to do—not solely performance standards. Programs where students experience creating and performing in the arts, discussing the arts and responding to a variety of arts help them develop and articulate personal arts philosophies—thinking they carry for a lifetime.

Recognizing that learning is not isolated but rather holistic, is a first step toward an interdisciplinary approach to instruction. The arts provide rich opportunities for connecting to other content areas. Topics common to both the arts standards and other content areas can be efficient ways to direct student learning. An interdisciplinary approach to instruction helps students understand the relationship between these important concepts and topics. Professional development, dialogue among all teachers and opportunities for interdisciplinary planning can produce an environment where holistic education occurs. The learning styles of students, strategic instructional interventions and the use of differentiated instruction are important considerations when developing a program where both the fine arts and other content areas address students' needs and learning.
In standards-based education, planning for assessment is essential and should guide instruction. Assessment in the arts should be conducted in the same manner in which the art was experienced. Classroom assessment should include multiple measures of progress toward achievement of the grade-level indicators and benchmarks. Data and information gathered from assessments should be used to provide feedback about students' progress and artistic growth. Where gaps in knowledge exist, teachers need to re-evaluate instructional methods and learning opportunities. Students and parents should be able to see clearly the connections between assessment and students' achievement of specific indicators and benchmarks. School-level arts assessment not

only provides information about student performance and achievement but can determine professional development needed to improve classroom arts instruction. District-level assessments should reflect not only student performance and achievement but define and articulate the fine arts program goals for the public. Continuously analyzing an arts program through ongoing assessment will help teachers and school decision makers determine a program's effectiveness and will help communities realize the value and importance of fine arts programs.
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