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In the SCESC Standards-Based Foreign Language COS,                                       
the K-4 Culture Benchmarks/Indicators were not used.
Grade Band Overview by Standard and Organizer 

Content Standard: Cultures: Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures.

Students demonstrate an understanding of insights gained into another culture through the examination of its practices (behaviors), products (tangibles such as monuments, food and literature, and intangibles such as laws and music) and perspectives (attitudes, values, ideas, world views).

Grade Band: 5-8

                                                 Organizer: Practices

Students will: 











                                                                     Benchmarks
	Grade Five
	Grade Six
	Grade Seven
	Grade Eight
	By the end of the 5-8 program, students will:

	1. Identify and report on selected

practices of the target culture (e.g.,

table manners, gestures, personal

distance, holiday celebrations).
                                       
	1. Discuss social conventions of the

target culture (e.g., shopping, after school activities, family, friendships).

                                   1M
2. Discuss appropriate ways to interact

with individuals from the target

language culture (e.g., cheek kissing,

personal space).
                                   1M
	1. Research and report on a variety of

topics from the target culture (e.g.,

entertainment, nutrition/health, gender roles).

	1. Observe, identify and discuss behavior patterns of the target culture peer group.

                                      2
2. Identify variations of cultural practices among target language communities (e.g., Senegal/France, Basques in Spain, emperor worship in various regions of the ancient Roman Empire).
                                      2
	A. Investigate, discuss and report on

practices and perspectives of the

target culture.


	2. Perform age-appropriate songs, games, dances and plays.

                                       1
3. Role play appropriate ways to interact with individuals from the target culture (e.g., attracting the attention of a deaf person, removing shoes in a house).
                                       1
	3. Investigate and simulate holidays

observed by the target culture (e.g.,

Day of the Dead, Chinese New Year,

Lupercalia).
                                      1
	2. Interact verbally and nonverbally in

a variety of situations using culturally appropriate etiquette (e.g., at a celebration, in a restaurant, as a guest in someone’s home, at a sporting event).
                                         2
	3. Participate in age-appropriate cultural practices (e.g., games, sports, entertainment).
                                      2
	B. Participate in and discuss age-appropriate cultural practices.



M = the Indicator was modified
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Grade Band Overview by Standard and Organizer 

Content Standard: Cultures: Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures.

Students demonstrate an understanding of insights gained into another culture through the examination of its practices (behaviors), products (tangibles such as monuments, food and literature, and intangibles such as laws and music) and perspectives (attitudes, values, ideas, world views).

Grade Band: 5-8

                                              Organizer: Products
Students will: 











                                                                       Benchmarks
	Grade Five
	Grade Six
	Grade Seven
	Grade Eight
	By the end of the 5-8 program, students will:

	4. Discuss the use of products of the

target culture (e.g., music, clothing,

food, transportation).
.

	4. Investigate and report on products of

the target culture (e.g., music, traditional clothing, food, art).

                                      1
5. Investigate and demonstrate how

products are used in daily life (e.g.,

clothing, food, transportation).
                                      1
	3. Identify important symbols associated with the target culture (e.g., Roman eagle, French fleur-delis) and explain their significance.

                                         1
 4. Discuss impressions and perspectives gleaned from film and video (e.g., how people treat each other, the ways they view their families, the places where they live).
                                         2
	4. Reproduce artifacts from the target

culture (e.g., painting, origami, ancient Roman lamp, piñatas).

                                      2
5. Discuss expressive products of the

target culture (e.g., art, literature, music, dance).
                                      2                                 
	C. Investigate, discuss and report on

products and perspectives of the

target culture.


	5.  Identify and describe well-known contributions of the target culture (e.g., art, music, clothing, food, legends).
	6. Identify and describe well-known

contributions of the target culture (e.g., literature, types of governments, religions).
                                   1M
	5. Investigate and discuss how ancient

cultures influence modern cultures (e.g., legal practices, holiday celebrations, architecture).
                                        2
	6. Identify major contributions and

historical figures from the target culture (e.g., paper making, textiles, aqueducts, medicine, leaders, inventors).
                                      2                           
	D. Identify significant contributions

and historical figures from the target

culture.



M = the Indicator was modified
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Grade Band Overview by Standard and Organizer 

Content Standard: Cultures: Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures.

Students demonstrate an understanding of insights gained into another culture through the examination of its practices (behaviors), products (tangibles such as monuments, food and literature, and intangibles such as laws and music) and perspectives (attitudes, values, ideas, world views).

Grade Band: 9-12

                                               Organizer: Practices

Students will: 











                                                                       Benchmarks
	Grade Nine
	Grade Ten
	Grade Eleven
	Grade Twelve
	By the end of the 9-12 program, students will:

	1. Investigate and report on cultural events (e.g., rites of passage).

	1. Analyze and discuss behavior patterns of peers in the target culture.
                                      
	 1. Identify, analyze and discuss various

patterns of behavior or interaction typical of the culture studied (e.g., use of public transportation, dating, salutations).

                                         3
2. Analyze and discuss how words,

proverbs and idiomatic expressions reflect the target culture.
                                         3
	1. Explain and discuss aspects of the

target culture that may lead to bias

within the target society (e.g.,

indigenous peoples, rural versus urban communities, social classes).

                                  4, 5
2. Analyze how people in the target

culture view the role of the United States in the world.

                                  4, 5
3. Recognize and interpret elements of

humor and satire in the target language and culture.

                                  4, 5
4. Analyze social and geographic factors that affect cultural practices (e.g., family structure, political institutions, religious beliefs, climate, terrain).
                                  4, 5
	A. Analyze, discuss and report on a

wide variety of practices and

perspectives of the target culture.


	2. Participate in age-appropriate cultural practices (e.g., music, dance, drama).
3. Interact appropriately in social and

cultural situations (e.g., restaurant, bus stop, weddings).

	2. Interpret and use verbal and nonverbal cultural cues in a variety of situations (e.g., personal space, eye contact).

                                      3
3. Interact with others using culturally

appropriate gestures and patterns of

behavior in everyday situations (e.g., welcoming a guest, ordering a meal, conversing on the phone).
                                      3
	3. Investigate and participate in age-appropriate cultural activities (e.g.,

festivals, sports, entertainment).
                                        3
	5. Identify and simulate regionalisms

of the target culture (e.g., dress/

costumes, foods, homes) and language (e.g., vocabulary, expressions, pronunciation/dialect).
                                  4, 5                                                  
	B. Participate in and discuss a wide

variety of cultural practices.
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Grade Band Overview by Standard and Organizer 

Content Standard: Cultures: Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures.

Students demonstrate an understanding of insights gained into another culture through the examination of its practices (behaviors), products (tangibles such as monuments, food and literature, and intangibles such as laws and music) and perspectives (attitudes, values, ideas, world views).

Grade Band: 9-12

                                               Organizer: Products

Students will: 











                                                                       Benchmarks
	Grade Nine
	Grade Ten
	Grade Eleven
	Grade Twelve
	By the end of the 9-12 program, students will:

	4. Identify and explain cultural and

literary elements of a variety of texts.

                                       3
5. Explain objects, images and symbols

of the target culture (e.g., maneki neko—Japanese cat of happiness and good fortune; Chinese dragon; guyabera—Mexican short sleeved man’s shirt; hijab—Arab female head-covering; kafeeyah—Arab male head-covering).
                                       3
	4. Explain and discuss products of the

target culture that may be unfamiliar

or misunderstood (e.g., bidet, concierge, lower dining table, lararium, lederhosen).
                                      3
	 4. Identify, analyze and evaluate themes, ideas and perspectives related to the products being studied (e.g., public transportation, architecture, music).

5. Examine media from the target culture to determine social, political and economic trends.
                                        
	6. Research and report on themes, ideas and perspectives related to the

products of the cultures studied and how these products have changed over time.

                                  4, 5
7. Identify, discuss and analyze social,

economic and political intangible products of the target language culture (e.g., conversion to the Euro, limited versus universal suffrage).

                                  4, 5
8. Experience, discuss and analyze

selections from various literary genres and the fine arts of the target culture.
                                  4, 5
	C. Analyze, discuss and report on a

wide variety of products and

perspectives of the target culture.


	6. Describe the impact of tangible products from the target culture (e.g., handicrafts, commercial goods) on the global community and/or target culture.

                                       3
7. Discuss the contributions of famous

people from the target culture.
                                                              3
	5. Explain the contributions of the target culture in literature and the fine arts.

                                      3
6. Identify and explain influences of the

target culture on U.S. culture (e.g.,

borrowed words/expressions, food,

organization of government).
                                      3
	6. Identify styles and influences of artistic forms (e.g., dance, music, literature, art) from various historical and literary periods of the target culture.
                                        4                                             
	9. Assess the economic and social

impact of tangible products of the target culture on the world (e.g., aqueducts, printing press, abacus).
                                      5                                                
	D. Analyze, discuss and report on

significant contributions from the

target culture.
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