Ohio Academic Content Standards

MATHEMATICS FOR ALL
The Ohio Department of Education believes that Ohio’s academic content standards are for all students. Clearly defined standards delineate what all children, college and career-bound, should know and be able to do as they progress through the grade levels. Well-defined standards ensure that parents, teachers, and administrators will be able to monitor students’ development.  Students, as stakeholders in their own learning, will be capable of tracking their own learning.

No individual or group should be excluded from the opportunity to learn, and all students are presumed capable of learning. Every Ohio student, regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, limited English proficiency, learning disability, or giftedness, should have access to a challenging, standards-based curriculum.

The knowledge and skills defined in Ohio academic content standards are within the reach of all students. Students, however, develop at different rates. All children learn and experience success given time and opportunity, but the degree to which the standards are met and the time it takes to reach the standards will vary from student to student.

Students with disabilities, apart from a few profoundly handicapped students, should have Individual Education Plans aligned with the standards. Students with disabilities are first and foremost students of the regular curriculum, yet they may require specific supports and interventions to progress in the curriculum.  These adaptations are not intended to compromise the content standards. Rather, adaptations provide students with disabilities the opportunity to maximize their strengths, compensate for their learning difficulties, and participate and progress in the standards-based curriculum.

Students who can exceed the grade-level indicators and benchmarks set for in the standards must be afforded the opportunity and be encouraged to do so.  Gifted and talented students may require special services or activities in order to fully develop their intellectual, creative, artistic and leadership capabilities or to excel in a specific content area. Again, the point of departure is the standards-based curriculum.

Students with limited English proficiency (LEP) may also need specific supports and adaptive instructional delivery in order to achieve Ohio’s academic content standards.  An instructional delivery plan for a student with LEP needs to take into account the student’s level of English language proficiency as well as his or her cultural experiences.
All children deserve adjustments in order to address their individual needs, regardless of whether they have been designated as learning disabled or gifted.  Identifying and nurturing the talents of all students, and strategizing with students to overcome their weaknesses, will enable all children to reach the standards.  The Department encourages school districts to align their programs with the standards to ensure that all of Ohio’s students reach their full potential.  
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